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THE Beswick Store has approved its largest 
social development distribution to the com-
munity worth $150,000.

All 75 houses in the local community 
received a white goods package including 
fridge/freezer, microwave, electric frypan, 
rice cooker, kettle, toaster and a choice of a 
TV or chest freezer.

Beswick community members now also 
have a 14-seater commuter bus to drive them 
around the community free of charge. 

� e ongoing maintenance of the bus and 
wage of the driver will be paid by Wuduluk 
Progress Aboriginal Corporation, owners of 
Beswick Store.  

Wugularr Primary School received a 
$20,000 cheque to support improved school 
attendance e� orts.

"� e school is grateful for the money, 
which we'll spend on extra equipment for 
our re-engagement program," principal Ste-
phen Hill said.

"We're looking at purchasing our own 
4WD vehicle and more pool tables or other 
equipment to encourage school attendance."

Chairperson of Wuduluk Progress Aborig-
inal Corporation, Peter Lindsay said he was 
proud of what the community has achieved.

"� irteen years ago we didn't have any 
food on the shelves and the store was in 
debt," Mr Lindsay said.

"It has been an amazing journey with 
Outback Stores to get to this point. I got 
goosebumps seeing all this going out to our 
community. It was the talk of the town."

Outback Stores started providing retail 
services to Beswick in 2008, when at � rst the 
store was recording losses. 

� e past 13 years have seen the store rise 
out of administration and build up its � nan-
cial position each year to allow this year's 
distribution.

"� e board and I would like to thank the 
store managers, as well as the community for 
its support," Mr Lindsay said.

"� e community can see that when you 
buy from the store, this is what you get in re-
turn. It's your store, you own it."
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SUPPORT: The delivery of white goods to all 75 homes in the Beswick community. Photo: Supplied

Beswick Store delivers generous donation

‘‘I got goosebumps seeing 
all this going out to our 
community.  
Peter Lindsay

NORTHERN Territory Police have fined a 
New South Wales man more than $5000 for 
failing to wear a face mask at an airport.

Police were assisting NT Health officials 
with an incoming flight from Cairns at Gove 
Airport on June 17 when they noticed a man 
in the departure lounge who was not wearing 
a mask.

Face masks must be worn at airports in 
line with the directions of the Chief Health 
Officer. Hefty penalties apply for those found 
in breach of the rules.

Incident Controller, Acting Commander 
Sachin Sharma said the man had been pro-
vided a mask on checking in, but had de-
clined to wear it. 

He was issued a second mask by police 
before being allowed to board his flight.

The 23-year-old man was fined $5056 for 
failing to comply with the CHO direction.

"It is the responsibility of the traveller to 
familiarise themselves and comply with the 
regulations for travelling," A/Commander 
Sharma said.

"We will continue to enforce Chief 
Health Officer's directions with zero toler-
ance approach."

The penalty for failing to abide by the 
Chief Health Officer Directions issued under 
section 56 of the Public and Environment 
Health Act 2011 is $5056 for an individual 
and $25,280 for a business.

Meanwhile, police have charged a youth in 
relation to an aggravated robbery at a Darwin 
service station on June 18.

Police allege the 16-year-old female was 
in the company of others who attended the 
Smith St service station around 9:40pm on 
Friday night.

It is alleged the teenager threatened the 
attendant with an edged weapon and de-
manded cash, before stealing a soft drink and 
fleeing the location.

General duties officers apprehended the 
youth as she ran from the scene.

Detectives from Strike Force Trident later 
charged her with aggravated robbery and 
serious breach of bail. She was remanded to 
appear at court on June 21.
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Man fined for 
no face mask 
at NT airport

THE opportunity to have 
your voice heard in remote 
locations is considered a 
rarity, but in the second 
week of June, the youth of 
Katherine were visited by the 
Australian Youth Represent-
ative for the United Nations, 
Lucy Stronach.

Ms Stronach paid a visit 
to locals under the age of 
25 on June 9 and 10 as part 
of her nationwide Listening 
Tour which aims to discover 
the issues most important to 
young Australians.

� e discussions held 
through the entirety of the 
tour will directly in� uence 
discussions at the United 
Nations General Assembly 
and within the Australian 

government(s). 
"We call it a Listening Tour 

because it is my job to listen 
to the concerns and needs 
that young people in this 
country want to address and 
change," Ms Stronach said.

"It's heartbreaking that a 
lot of these young people feel 
it's the � rst time they've ever 
really been truly listened to 
by some person with a level 
of authority.

"I'm not the Prime Min-
ister, I can't click my � ngers 
and make things happen but 
I do have a platform to have 
my voice heard."

During her visit, Ms St-
ronach spoke with people 
involved in headspace Kath-
erine as well as the newly 
established Youth Adviso-
ry Council.

"What I have primarily 

heard is that there's not 
enough support for mental 
health within the communi-
ty," Ms Stronach said.

"Community safety was 
also brought up quite a bit. 
� ey mentioned lockdowns 
in schools happening con-
stantly but said there has 
been no proactive address-
ing of the issues that are 
causing these lockdowns.

"� ey also mentioned 
quite a high prevalence of 
self harm and suicide rates. 
Some of the young peo-
ple were saying they know 
someone who has died by 
suicide every single year.

"Education is the key solu-
tion to a lot of these issues."

Another topic of discus-
sion brought up was the 
housing crisis in Katherine, 
something Ms Stronach said 

has a 'no-brainer' � x.
"� ey mentioned the 

housing crisis and that's 
quite a big concern at the 
moment," she said.

"With the housing crisis, 
that's a bit of a no-brainer. 
� ere needs to be more in-

frastructure built to support 
the growing community and 
to actually incentivise people 
to stay."

It is hoped the Listening 
Tour will continue in future 
years with the 'need' for 
more discussions to be held, 

particularly in remote com-
munities.

"� e young people at 
headspace Katherine were 
incredibly receptive and vo-
cal about what they needed 
and so excited to have this 
conversation, you could see 
their eyes light up," Ms Stro-
nach said.

"Unfortunately, a lot of the 
time these opportunities just 
don't exist in these commu-
nities, particularly in remote 
and rural ones.

"For me, it's really frus-
trating because these are the 
voices we need to listen to 
most, the voices that aren't 
being heard.

"It'll be the plan to come 
back and do a large-scale 
listening tour in these com-
munities who need and de-
serve it."
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Stronach 'all ears' on tour

HEARING VOICE: Australian Youth Representative to 
the UN Lucy Stronach and Northern Australia Liaison, 
Dylan Storer meeting with young leaders at the Katherine 
headspace. Photo: Supplied


